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UM PROFESSOR RECEIVES NSF GRANT
TO INVESTIGATE WATERFOWL DIE-OFFS

MISSOULA-Dr. Mark J. Behan, an associate professor of botany at the University of Montana,
has received a National Science Foundation grant of $18,300 for investigation of
plumbism, or chronic lead poisoning, in migratory waterfowl.
Plumbism reportedly has contributed to episodes of major die-offs in duck and some
geese populations, principally in the Central Flyway, which extends from the Canadian
border to the Gulf of Mexico along the Mississippi River.
The deaths have previously been attributed solely to the ingestion of lead shotgun
pellets by waterfowl.
Dr. Behan's research will determine whether or not lead ingestion in the diet may
be the result of native lead disintegration on the bottom sediments of ponds, resulting
in lead absorption and accumulation by the aquatic plant materials consumed by waterfowl.
Dr. Bart O'Gara of the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Unit is co-investigator for
the study.
Will I. Selser, Kirksvilie, Mo., a graduate student in wildlife biology, is
graduate research assistant for the study.
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